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1922; groups of' Balilla' and Avanguardisti for children between
ten and eighteen were being organized. Rough plans for military
and political education were set up, which developed into the
* Fascist totalitarian education' of later years. The principles of
this education were as yet as vague as possible; the atmosphere
which was being created was that of an extreme patriotism, of the
c rights of youth', of voluntary militarism.
Side by side with the political strife of parties, another struggle
had started inside the Federation of Secondary School Teachers.
At the end of 1919 the first congress of this association after the
war was held in Pisa. At that time another person had become
prominent in the movement, Ernesto Codignola, who became as
it were the political leader of one faction, which eventually pre-
vailed over the others. The accusation was pronounced by
Codignola against the majority of the secondary-school teachers
that they had been responsible for the Italian failures in the war:
La Scuola Media ha preparato Caporetto. The attitude of the
majority of the congress was such that Codignola launched an
appeal to teachers to join a new organization, the Fascio di
Educazione Nazionale. Its origin is absolutely independent of
the Fasci di Combattimento. Codignola himself and those who
joined the new organizations were not members of Mussolini's
Fasci; and some of his friends, like Lombardo-Radice, Piero
Gobetti, and M. Valgimigli, always remained opponents of
Fascism. But the two movements had some ideal link, which at
a certain moment could justify collaboration, even though not a
complete understanding. The strong feeling against Socialism,
a warm patriotism, a continuation of the fighting spirit of inter-
ventionism, and above all the determination to transform the life
of the nation were explicit characteristics of the two Fasci. The
Fascio di Educazione Nazionale gathered in itself the most active
followers of the philosophical and pedagogical idealism, and
other outstanding personalities of culture. Close to Lombardo-
Radice and Gentile there were, for instance, Bernardino Varisco,
Antonino Anile, and Prezzolini. Their call for action, especially
as regards reform of secondary schools, was as strong as that for
the conquest of power on the part of the political Fasci. The
Fascio di Educazione had something that the other Fasci lacked,
i.e., well-defined programmes and clear brains. The periodical
La Nostra Scuola became the official organ of these educationists,
and published plans for the reforms which needed to be made
immediately. Among them was the State examination, the
decentralization of administration, and a reduction in the num-
bers of pupils and teachers.
The ideas of the Fascio di Educazione Nazionale were pre-